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Residents bring 
nature to page 


By Shelby Macri 


Two residents and 
neighbors wrote a chil- 
dren’s book entitled 
“Worth the Wait,” telling 
the story of a little girl and 
her friendship of Sandhill 
Cranes and what she learns 
about them over the course 
of a year. 

Sandhill Cranes used 
to visit Worthington, but 
have been absent the last 
200 years. 
It’s a rare 
find that a 
couple of 
Cranes nest- 
ed in the 
marshes in 
Worthington 
behind the 
house of 
the book’s 
illustra- 
tor, Laurie 
Lemrise. 
Two cranes 
visited the 
pond behind 
Lemrise’s 
house one 
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The cover of “Worth the 
a new children’s 
book written and illustrated 
by residents Lynne Scott 


the past five or six years, 
there have been cranes vis- 
iting the pond and marsh 
land by Lemrise’s house, 
which she has lovingly rec- 
reated in her illustrations. 
“They’re pretty won- 
derful and unique to the 
book, Laurie has been 
able to see the cranes so 
often and paint them while 
they’re in her yard,” said 
Author Lynne Scott said. 
“It’s pretty unusual for 
this much 
color in a 
children’s 
book.” 
Lemrise 
believes 
the origi- 
nal pair of 
cranes were 
coming 
back each 
year, then 
they start- 
ed bringing 
their chicks. 
rhe y 
would feed 
with their 
chicks for 


year, and : a bit before 
the next and Laurie Lemrise. ag eressive- 
year the Submitted photos ly push- 


cranes came 
back and had chicks. For 
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Children’s Fund prepares 
for annual winter giving 


By Peter Spotts 


The season of giving 
thanks will be transition- 
ing to the season of giving, 
which means the return of an 
annual community effort to 
bring some cheer to children 
in town each holiday season 
through the Williamsburg 
Children’s Fund. 

Organized by Sabrina 
McGill and the Fire 
Department Auxiliary, the 
fund helps purchase and 
deliver basic need items for 
children and some fun toys 
during the holiday season. 
The tradition was started 
by the PTO, then taken up 
by the Grange for a couple 
years before the auxiliary 
took over. McGill has been 
personally been involved for 
about 15 years. 

“We usually go through 
the Anne T. Dunphy school 
for the kids on the free and 
reduced lunch list and who 
have accepted charity to 
reach out to the. I’ve been 
also trying to reach the 
kids who are pre-elementa- 
ry age,’ McGill said. “We 
strive to get basic needs 
covered, so clothing, any 
kind of things that may be 
needed by the family, winter 
attire, education items. If the 
school expresses a certain 


grade needs something more 
than another [grade], we try 
to get those things.” 

McGill coordinates with 
auxiliary members and other 
volunteers who want to help 
buy items. When it comes to 
toys, McGill works to match 
specific toys to each child, 
usually about 20 to 30 kids 
each year. Since they can’t 
store toys that don’t match, 
they don’t accept toy dona- 
tions. 

“T say [to the volun- 
teers] here’s your kids, 
here’s your stats, here’s your 
budget, go shop,” McGill 
said. “I just don’t have a 
space to store gifts that I 
can’t pair up to somebody... 
As a result, I can’t just 
accept gifts without knowing 
what kid to pair it to.” 

The funding for the 
items comes from donations, 
primarily from local busi- 
nesses. McGill sends out a 
fundraising letter this month 
and funds have already been 
coming in. She said individ- 
uals in the community also 
contribute to the effort. 

“We fundraise solely 
through the businesses in 
town,” she said. “I send a 
letter out in the beginning of 
November that we’re starting 
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Town fiber lines 
go up next week 


By Mary Kronholm 


The Municipal Light Plant is work- 
ing with Westfield’s Whip City Fiber 
to build a fiber optic network that will 
bring high speed internet to town. This 
service will soon be available to every 
home and business. Construction has 
begun. 

Beginning Monday, Nov. 30, 
Sertex crews working for Whip City 
Fiber will be in town hanging the cable 
to which the fiber optic line will be 
attached. 

During construction, according 
to MLP Chair Peter Langmore, “we 
will be signing up both those who want 
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Dog Officer looks 
for training space 


By Peter Spotts 


Two requests made by Dog 
Officer Jim Helems received mix 
results from the Selectboard on 
Wednesday, Nov. 18. 

Helems inquired about the possi- 
bility of using the Town Hall Basement 
to help train dogs for the Berkshire 
Mountain Search and Rescue Team, 
which is utilized by the Massachusetts 
Special Emergency Response Team. 

“T’m part of Berkshire Mountain 
Search and Rescue. I’m currently train- 
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GATEWAY 


Students propose 
policy changes 


By Shelby Macri 


Members of the Gateway Student 
Council brought up new language sug- 
gestions for the newly adopted Anti- 
Racism and Anti-Harassment Policy 
earlier this summer during the Gateway 
Regional School Committee meeting on 
Wednesday, Nov. 18. 

The harassment policy recent- 
ly adopted was recommended by the 
Massachusetts Association of School 
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state budget passes with business, educational, and local aid 


The Massachusetts State Senate 
on Wednesday, Nov. 18, unanimously 
passed a $46 billion budget for fiscal 
2021, after adding $36.1 million in tar- 
geted investments over the course of two 
days of deliberations. Passed with bipar- 
tisan support, the budget aims to move 
the Commonwealth towards an equitable 
recovery by making critical investments 
in sectors impacted by COVID-19 includ- 
ing early education and childcare, food 
security, housing supports, and public 
health. 

“We worked hard to make sure a 
challenging revenue environment did 
not get in the way of critical investments 
needed to ensure our Commonwealth’s 
residents can navigate the COVID-19 
pandemic,” said Senator Adam G. Hinds 
(D-Pittsfield). “The spending priorities 
presented in the budget outline what our 
residents need most and that is aid for 
food security, housing, childcare and 
healthcare.” 

The Senate’s budget recommends a 
total of $46 billion in spending, a 5.5% 
increase over the fiscal 2020 General 
Appropriations Act. This spending rec- 
ommendation is based on a revised tax 


revenue estimate of $27.592 billion, 
which provides for $3.558 billion less in 
available revenue than the original con- 
sensus revenue estimate originally agreed 
upon in January 2020. To close this antic- 
ipated revenue shortfall, the fiscal 2021 
budget includes $1.5 billion from the 
Stabilization Fund, ensuring a majority 
of the Stabilization Fund balance remains 
for future years; $1.38 billion in available 
federal supports; and more than $400 mil- 
lion in new revenue initiatives. Among 
those initiatives, the budget includes 
provisions such as accelerated sales tax 
collection and a new fee structure for 
Transportation Network Companies. The 
budget also avoids drastic budget cuts 
while leaving the Commonwealth in a 
sound fiscal position moving forward. 
The budget protects Massachusetts 
students and educational institutions by 
preserving the Senate’s stated priority 
investments, despite an unprecedented 
fiscal climate. Continuing the Senate’s 
long-standing support of targeted invest- 
ments in education, this budget funds 
Chapter 70 in a manner consistent with 
the agreement reached between the 
Senate, House, and Administration in July 


otate Senate passes rural 
school aid funding increase 


State Senator Adam G. Hinds 
(D-Pittsfield) announced the 
Massachusetts State Senate adopted his 
budget amendments to increase funding 
for the Rural School Aid grant program 
by $1.5 million, raising the total appropri- 
ation for this account to $3 million in the 
fiscal 2020 Senate Budget. 

“A child’s zip code should not deter- 
mine the quality of their education,” said 
Hinds. “Rural school districts experience 
fiscal uncertainty every year because 
of the unique and substantial obsta- 
cles they face to provide their students 
basic school services. My hope is that 
with this additional $1.5 million is that 
DESE (Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education) to provide fiscal 
relief to even more school districts in rural 
areas across the Commonwealth charged 
with providing quality education to stu- 
dents.” 

The Rural School Aid grant program 
helps school districts with low population 
densities and lower-than-average incomes 
address fiscal challenges and take steps 
to improve efficiency. Administered by 
DESE, Rural School Aid is a source of 
funding separate from Chapter 70 aid and 
is intended to supplement the FY20 oper- 
ating budgets of eligible school districts. 

In order to qualify for Rural School 
Aid, DESE must determine that a school 


district meets two requirements: the “rural 
factor’ — student density per square mile 
of a school district— and ability to pays, 
which is the average per capital income of 
a school district. 

More specifically, eligible school dis- 
tricts must have a student density of “not 
more than 21 students per square mile 
and an average annual per capita income 
of not more than the average annual per 
capita income for the Commonwealth 
for the same period, as reported by the 
United States Census Bureau.” Further, 
rural school districts serving fewer than 
11 students per square mile are prioritized 
to receive funding. 

On Wednesday, Nov. 18, the 
Massachusetts State Senate passed a 
$46 billion budget for Fiscal Year 2021 
(FY21), after adding $36.1 million in tar- 
geted investments over the course of two 
days of deliberations. Passed with bipar- 
tisan support, the budget aims to move 
the Commonwealth towards an equitable 
recovery by making critical investments in 
sectors impacted by COVID-19 including 
early education and childcare, food secu- 
rity, housing supports, and public health. 

“The funding that these amendments 
provide are another step toward region- 
al equity for Western Massachusetts and 
every region of our Commonwealth,’ said 
Hinds. 


Hilltown Holiday Help donations 
accepted through end of the month 


For more than 20 years, local families 
have received help with gifts for their chil- 
dren through a community project called 
Hilltown Holiday Help. Children of fam- 
ilies with low to moderate income in the 
hilltowns are eligible to receive clothing, 
books and toys. This effort is organized by 
the Hilltown Family Center and Hilltown 
Social Services programs 1n conjunction 
with the National Honor Society with 
contributions from other organizations 
and individuals throughout the hilltowns 
and beyond. 

For families in need, wish lists will 
be available through Hilltown Community 
Center staff from Monday, Nov. 2, 
through Nov. 30 via telephone, email, 
US Mail or Zoom, or at select locations 
throughout the hilltowns. Families with 
children from newborns through the age 
of twelve, may be eligible. Proof of resi- 
dency and birth certificates or social secu- 
rity cards for children. Gifts will be dis- 


tributed on Thursday, Dec. 10, through 
contactless curbside pickup or deliv- 
ery. Please call 413-667-2203 to make 
arrangements. 

For donors, please arrange for a drop 
off time with staff or send monetary dona- 
tions to the Attention of Kim Savery c/o 
HCHC Finance Office at 58 Old North 
Rd., Worthington, MA 01098 with checks 
made out to Hilltown Community Health 
Centers and Holiday Help in the memo. 

If someone is unable to commit to 
becoming a sponsor this year, please look 
for the National Honor Society’s fund- 
raiser at gofundme.com/f/hilltown-holi- 
day-help or consider donating money or 
volunteering to deliver; it’s a great oppor- 
tunity to channel an inner Santa. 

If someone is interested in donating 
or have questions, please contact Susan 
at 413-667-2203 ext. 311 or slebarron@ 
hchcweb.org; or Kim at 413-685-3500 or 
ksavery @hchcweb.org. 


by providing $5.283 billion, an increase 
of $107.6 million over fiscal 2020. 

“Tt 1s unreasonable to expect school 
districts in rural communities and with 
lower-income populations to continue to 
provide the same world-class education 
that the rest of the state is able to provide 
without equitable financial support,” said 
Hinds. “That is why I am proud to secure 
an increase in rural school aid fund- 
ing to $3 million. This funding is criti- 
cal for Western Massachusetts and our 
Commonwealth as they navigate COVID- 
19 changes.” 

This budget includes additional pro- 
tection measures to ensure the state’s 
residents most at risk of eviction in 
the middle of a pandemic are kept safe 
and secure in their homes. Through the 
amendment process, the budget also 
includes a provision that would simplify 
the application process for RAFT and 
protect the credit rating of individuals 
who face eviction due to COVID-19 by 
sealing eviction records. This propos- 
al provides additional protections and 
resources to tenants suffering a COVID- 
19-related financial hardship, as well as 
stability as they await short-term emer- 





gency rental assistance. Food insecurity 
has become one of the most prevalent 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic, impacting children, adults and seniors 
alike. The Senate’s budget therefore pri- 
oritizes access to food resources across 
the Commonwealth. 

The Senate’s budget supports cities 
and towns while allowing them flexibility 
to confront the unique challenges facing 
them by directing significant resources 
to local and regional aid. This includes 
increased funding for Regional Transit 
Authorities to $94 million to ensure that 
commuters, students, seniors and people 
with disabilities have access to reliable 
public transportation during this time of 
critical need. Along with traditional local 
aid, the Senate’s budget level funds pay- 
ments in leu of taxes for state-owned 
land to $30 million. PILOT funding has 
been a beneficial source of local aid that 
provides cities and towns with additional 
resources to support core public services. 

A Conference Committee will 
now convene to reconcile the differ- 
ences between the Senate budget and 
the version passed by the House of 
Representatives last week. 


Hinds helps secure small 
business and non-profit funding 


State Senator Adam G. Hinds 
(D-Pittsfield) announced the 
Massachusetts State Senate adopted a 
budget amendment to provide $250,000 
for Hilltown small businesses and 
non-profits in Franklin, Hampshire and 
Hampden Counties. 

‘As we head into the winter months, 
we need to find a way to support our 
small businesses and non-profits,” said 
Hinds. “Some businesses have shared 
with me the challenges they foresee 
during the slow months ahead of just 
paying rent, I hope this will help.” 

The local spending priority was 
secured by Senator Hinds as part of the 
Senate budget debate on a $45.985 bil- 
lion budget for fiscal 2021. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic has hit 
rural communities throughout Western 
Massachusetts hard,’ said Hinds. 
“Businesses are struggling to stay afloat. 
Many businesses wonder if they will sur- 
vive the winter months ahead. This fund- 
ing is critical for those businesses in our 
region who need this financial assistance 
to stay around.” 

Of the $250,000 in funding, 
$100,000 will be made available for 
the Greater Shelburne Falls Business 


Association for use in their membership 
area. The Hilltown CDC will be the fis- 
cal agent and will create an application 
process for businesses, non-profits, and 
individuals to use. 

The Senate’s fiscal 2021 budget 
recommends a total of $46 billion in 
spending, a 5.5% increase over the fiscal 
2020 General Appropriations Act. This 
spending recommendation is based on a 
revised tax revenue estimate of $27.592 
billion, which provides for $3.558 billion 
less in available revenue than the original 
consensus revenue estimate originally 
agreed upon in January 2020. 

To close this anticipated revenue 
shortfall, the fiscal 2021 budget includes 
$1.5 billion from the Stabilization Fund, 
ensuring a majority of the Stabilization 
Fund balance remains for future years; 
$1.38 billion in available federal sup- 
ports and more than $400 million in new 
revenue initiatives. Among those initia- 
tives, the budget includes provisions such 
as accelerated sales tax collection and 
a new fee structure for Transportation 
Network Companies. The budget also 
avoids drastic budget cuts while leav- 
ing the Commonwealth in a sound fiscal 
position moving forward. 


Public comments sought on Hilltown 
Land Trust's accreditation renewal 


The land trust accreditation pro- 
gram recognizes land conservation 
organizations that meet national qual- 
ity standards for protecting important 
natural places and working lands for- 
ever. Hilltown Land Trust is pleased to 
announce it 1s applying for renewal of 
accreditation. A public comment peri- 
od is now open. 

The Land Trust Accreditation 
Commission, an independent program 
of the Land Trust Alliance, conducts 
an extensive review of each applicant’s 
policies and programs. 

“As a small, regional land trust 
that is dedicated to providing excel- 
lent conservation services for our com- 
munity, we want to be sure that we 
are keeping up with the best practic- 
es in our field,” said Sally Loomis, 
Executive Director of Hilltown Land 
Trust. “Renewing our accreditation 
with the Land Trust Alliance is the best 
way for us to ensure that we are hold- 
ing ourselves to the highest standard.” 


The Commission invites pub- 
lic input and accepts signed, writ- 
ten comments on pending applica- 
tions. Comments must relate to how 
Hilltown Land Trust complies with 
national quality standards. These stan- 
dards address the ethical and technical 
operation of a land trust. For the full 
list of standards see www.landtrust- 
accreditation.org/help-and-resources/ 
indicator-practices. 

To learn more about the accred- 
itation program and to submit a 
comment, visit www.landtrustac- 
creditation.org, or email your com- 
ment to info@landtrustaccreditation. 
org. Comments may also be faxed or 
mailed to the Land Trust Accreditation 
Commission, Attn: Public Comments: 
(fax) 518-587-3183, or mailed to 36 
Phila Street, Suite 2, Saratoga Springs, 
NY 12866. 

Comments on Hilltown Land 
Trust’s application will be most useful 
by March 21, 2021. 
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Clean energy law revision requires nominal price change 


HUNTINGTON — A revision in 
Massachusetts law has resulted in the 
need for nominal price adjustments in 
Huntington’s Community Choice elec- 
tricity program. Importantly, the rate 
residents pay will continue to remain 
below Eversource’s current Basic 
Service rate. 

The Clean Energy Standard 
Expansion, which was developed by 
the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection and finalized 
in July, requires that utilities and suppli- 
ers annually demonstrate sourcing of an 
increasing amount of clean energy. This 
revision has resulted in a minor increase 
of 0.00102 cents per kilowatt hour in the 
overall cost of electricity. 

Huntington consumers use an aver- 
age 600-kilowatt hours of electricity per 
month. With the adjusted cost included, 
this means ratepayers’ average bill will 
increase by approximately 61 cents a 
month compared to the program rates 
announced earlier this year. This price 


TRAINING 


ing a dog as a cadaver dog, basically 
looking for a missing person who is 
presumed to have died,” Helems said. 
“Many of the public locations, every- 
body’s worried about having extra per- 
sonnel in their buildings...We’re kind of 
hurting in where we can train our dogs. 
I’m looking for new locations we can 
use.” 

The board expressed concern about 
having dogs in the building for safety 
and health reasons. 

“T think my only concern, Ed 
[Renauld], is the potential lability if 
something should go wrong in the base- 
ment while they’re down there,” said 
Selectman Roger Booth. 

Renauld, board chairman, added, 
“If they [a town employee] have an 
allergy to dog dander or whatever it is, 
I’m going to have to probably say no 
that one, at least in town hall. I’m not 
opposed to using a town building, but 
I’m not sure if town hall is the right 
one.” 

Helems has been offered the use 
of the Highway Garage and grounds 
by Highway Superintendent Charles 
Dazelle, pending town counsel drawing 
up a liability waiver for Helems to sign 
off on. Helems said it’Il be a good situa- 
tion for the dogs, as there’s many strange 
smells they’ll be able to learn to sift 
through with the location of the garage. 


adjustment will be effective with the 
January 2021 meter reads and remain 
fixed through January 2024, when the 
current contract ends. 

The Huntington Community Choice 
Power Supply Program continues to 
provide local ratepayers with two dif- 
ferent options for their electricity. The 
Standard Plan meets the Massachusetts 
Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard 
of 28% plus 5% Massachusetts Class I 
Renewable Energy Certificates. Mass 
Class I RECs may serve to increase 
Massachusetts job opportunities in the 
renewable energy field. The Optional 
Plan involves the use MA RPS plus 25% 
Massachusetts Class I RECs, 

The programs’ initial cost per kilo- 
watt hour and adjusted cost per kilo- 
watt hour are as follows: The RPS plus 
5% of Mass Class I RECs has a opt 
out increase of 1.08% for a new rate of 
9.534 cents per kilowatt hour; the RPS 
plus 25% optional plan is 1% opt-out 
increase, for a total rate per kilowatt 
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Helems is also working on crafting 
a bylaw amendment to make enforce- 
ment procedures clearer. Currently, 
there’s little in guidance from the town 
bylaw in how to handle situations where 
a dog needs to be quarantined outside of 
its home and costs associated with it. 

“Basically, we have very, very lim- 
ited information on the books,” he said. 
“There’s been a couple times we’ve had 
a dog who had a dog bite, and the owner 
wasn’t comfortable having it in the 
house. Who’s going to board the dog? 
pay the fees? Stuff like that.” 

Helems said it’s more about being 
prepared for future cases than reacting 
too past incidents. He’s spoken with sev- 
eral local Animal Control officers to get 
an idea of what other communities have 
in their bylaws and will prepare a draft. 
Any bylaw amendments will have to 
come before town voters and go to the 
state for approval. 

“T just wanted to get a more formal- 
ized document for if this does happen,” 
he said. 

His second request to the board 
was to make his one-year appointment a 
three-year appointment, which the board 
granted. He’s been with the town as Dog 
Officer for the past three years. 

‘“‘He’s proven to be a pretty respon- 
sive dog officer. I don’t have a problem 
with doing that,’ Renauld said. 


HILLTOWNS 
COVID-19 numbers rising across region 


COVID-19 numbers have increased 
in the towns the Country Journal covers. 
All figures are from the state Department 
of Public Health. The agency cautions 
that no community should decrease pre- 
vention and mitigation strategies based 
on the current data. 

Becket, 19 (total confirmed) cases, 
five from Nov. 7 to Nov. 20; Blandford, 
15 cases total, five Nov. 7 to Nov. 20; 
Chester, six total, no new cases as of 
Nov. 20; Chesterfield, 10 cases, no new 
cases; Cummington, 7 cases, five since 
Nov. 7 to Nov. 20; Goshen, seven cases, 
five Nov. 7 to Nov. 20; Huntington, 31 


cases, 8 new from Nov. 7 to Nov. 20; 
Middlefield, no incidence of COVID; 
Montgomery, 8 total cases, five from 
Nov. 7 to Nov. 20; Otis, 9 cases, five in 
the 14 days ending Nov. 20,; Plainfield, 
5 cases, all apparently in the last two 
weeks ending Nov. 20; Russell, 33 cases, 
five in the last two weeks ending Nov. 
20.; Sandisfield, 8 total cases, no new 
reported cases in the two weeks end- 
ing Nov. 20; Westhampton, 14 total 
cases, five from Nov. 7 to Nov. 20; 
Williamsburg, 21 total with five since 
Nov. 7; and Worthington, 6 cases with 
five since Nov. 7. 


CUMMINGTON 





Road closings for winter announced 


CUMMINGTON — The Board of 
Selectmen unanimously voted to close 
the following roads from Dec. 1 to May 
1 or from the first snow until the end of 
mud season. 

Roads closed include Stage Road 


from houses 200 to 132, Trow Road from 
houses 43 to 88, Tirrell Hill from hous- 
es 3 to 34, Bug hill from houses to 51, 
all of River Road, all of West Hill, and 
Bryant Road from Grout Road to Potash 
Hill Extension. 


hour of 10.22 cents. 

It is important to note that all 
electricity suppliers operating in 
Massachusetts, including Eversource, 
are subject to the Clean Energy 
Standard Expansion regulation and the 
related pricing adjustment. 

The creation of Huntington’s ener- 
gy program has allowed for greater con- 
trol over the environmental character- 
istics and the price of the electricity 
residents use. Both of Huntington’s pro- 
gram options help to decrease ratepay- 
ers’ carbon footprint. 

Huntington voted to join Franklin 
County Aggregation, along with 12 
Franklin County communities, about 
two years ago. The group signed a 
41-month agreement with energy con- 
sultant Colonial Power Group and elec- 
tricity supplier Dynegy Energy Services 
to develop electricity programs that 
would be affordable and incorporate 
renewable energy. The communities 
signed a 41-month agreement during 





which time Huntington customers will 
collectively save more than $200,000 in 
electricity costs. 

For added consumer protection, 
there are no enrollment, early termina- 
tion, or cancellation fees attached to the 
Huntington electricity program. To date, 
approximately 150 Massachusetts com- 
munities have created their own com- 
munity choice electricity programs to 
benefit residents. 

Basic Service rates change twice a 
year or more, depending on rate class. 
As aresult, the aggregation rate may not 
always be lower than the Basic Service 
rate. The goal of the aggregation is to 
deliver savings over the life of the pro- 
gram against Eversource Basic Service. 
However, such savings and future sav- 
ings cannot be guaranteed. 

For additional information about 
the Huntington Community Choice 
Power Supply Program, visit www.colo- 
nialpowergroup/huntington or call 866- 
485-5858, ext. 1. 


NORWICH HILL 


The First Congregational Church 
of Huntington reminds everyone that 
even though our physical doors are 
closed until further notice, we are most 
definitely open for worship, praise, 
ministry and fellowship. We are an 
Open and Affirming Church and we 
invite and welcome everyone - seek- 
ers, believers, and wonderers alike, on 
their journey of faith, to join in 10 a.m. 
Zoom Sunday worship. We are also 
meeting for Friday Zoom Fellowship 
Time and the pastor is always avail- 
able to speak with you. If you do not 
receive our emails and would like to 
connect with our Zoom worship ser- 
vice or fellowship time, please contact 
Pastor Carol at firstchurchofhunting- 
ton@ gmail.com to receive the infor- 
mation you will need to participate. 

This Sunday we begin the four- 
week season of Advent, which helps 
us get ready to celebrate Christmas. 
Over the next four weeks, we will look 
at the themes of hope, peace, joy and 
love. This year has been different than 
other years and it has been challenging 
in many ways. These days we find 
ourselves in the dark about so many 
things, longing for hope, question- 


ing if it’s even possible in this cha- 
otic world. The reading for the first 
week of Advent Isaiah 9:2-7, invites 
us to wonder about Hope that shines in 
darkness. 

We are offering free “Advent in 
a Bag” resources. Often the weeks 
leading up to Christmas can be chal- 
lenging, this year perhaps even more 
than usual. “Advent in a Bag” provides 
faith at home resources to support, 
love, and connect us where and when 
we need it most. The resources offer 
the opportunity to hold back some of 
the Christmas crazy, and spend a few 
special moments together on the real 
purpose of the season. If you would 
like to receive “Advent in a Bag,” call 
860-798-7771 or 413-667-3935 and 
leave a message with your name and 
contact number. 

Please use the phone numbers 
and email address provided to stay in 
touch or to contact the pastor. You are 
also invited to find us on Facebook at 
“Norwich Hill” for updates, informa- 
tion and spiritual encouragement. For 
more information, please contact 413- 
667-3935 or 860-798-7771 or first- 
churchofhuntington @ gmail.com. 


OTIS 





Town Hall, library make COVID adjustments 


OTIS — Due to increasing cases in 
the area and across the Commonwealth, 
Town Hall is closed to the public until 
further notice. The town appreciates 
everyone’s patience as the situation 
evolves. Offices will still be handling 
business; call or email with any ques- 
tions. 


Additionally, the Otis Public 
Library is returning to curbside pickup 
only as of Wednesday, Nov. 25. 

Additional information and 
resources about COVID-19 is available 
at www.berkshirehealthsystems.org/ 
coronavirus and www.mass.gov/info-de- 
tails/covid-19-updates-and-information. 


Collector's office closed during Thanksgiving 


OTIS — The collector’s office 
will be closed for vacation from 
Wednesday, Nov. 25, until Monday, 
Dec. 7. Please leave real estate, per- 


sonal property, or sewer tax pay- 
ments in the drop box outside or 
pay online at unipaygold.unibank. 
com. 


MIDDLEFIELD 





MIDDLEFIELD SENIOR CENTER 


Lunch is served at the Senior 
Center, 169 Skyline Trail, Middlefield, 
each Wednesday at noon. 

A $3 donation is suggested. 
Reservations should be made, and meal 
choice stated, by calling and leaving a 
message at 413-623-9990 the Monday 


before. Pick-up and delivery are avail- 
able. 

The menu on Wednesday, Dec. 2, 
is homemade meatloaf with gravy, five- 
way mixed vegetables, whipped pota- 
toes, rye bread, and fruited Jell-o with 
whipped topping. 
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Small businesses 
need you more 
than ever now 


t the end of the day, any business 
A econ on a favorable bottom 

line. It’s the number that ultimately 
decides if a business owner can keep that 
“open” sign on the door. But that doesn’t 
mean all business is transactional. That’s 
especially true for small businesses. 

Local businesses have always been a 
cornerstone of their communities. For them, 
it’s not just about selling goods or services. 
It’s about being a good neighbor. Supporting 
local causes. Lending expertise in schools 
and places of worship. Restaurants and cafes 
aren’t just places to eat. It’s where people 
bond, celebrate and collaborate. 

Most people first experience the 
life-changing thrill of earning a wage for an 
honest day’s work at a small shop. 

And many future entrepreneurs started 
learning about how business works and find- 
ing their inspiration at those first jobs at a 
small, local business. 

When there’s a tragedy or a crisis, you 
can bet your bottom dollar local business 
owners are there helping any way they can. 

That’s why it’s more important than ever 
to support them in their time of need. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has taken a 
toll on all of us, and small businesses have 
absorbed unprecedented challenges. “Small 
Business Saturday” may sound like a cute 
catch phrase, but the intent runs so much 
deeper. 

While we hope everyone shops local- 
ly as often as possible, this Saturday is an 
opportunity to remind those local business 
owners how much you appreciate them. 
Many have just managed to hang on during 
the pandemic and any day you can help them 
exceed expectations provides the confidence 
they need to keep going. 

A show of support is particularly 
important now. An expected next wave of 
coronavirus infections could again ripple 
through small business communities across 
the U.S. 

It was reported in the New York Times 
on Sunday that “sluggish retail sales growth 
in October, rising claims for unemploy- 
ment insurance last week and a multi-week 
decline in employment and hours worked at 
small businesses nationwide have increased 
the odds that the economy could tip back 
into recession.” 

Not that it’s inevitable. If we all do our 
part by following the guidelines designed to 
stop the spread of infection, that’s another 
way to support small businesses. A healthy 
community is a healthy customer base. 

Across our pages, you'll see the names 
of our advertising partners and we urge you 
to give them your business. And there are 
sO many others in your area. Not all of them 
have brick and mortar shops. Many small 
businesses, from artisans to professional ser- 
vice providers, are based locally and oper- 
ating virtually. Please seek them all out. 
Ask your friends and neighbors for recom- 
mendations. Check social media. Help local 
restaurants keep going by buying gift cards 
or certificates from them as presents. 

You all have a ton of civic and commu- 
nity pride. Supporting small businesses is 
another chance to show it and we hope you 
take every opportunity. 


Corrections policy 


If you notice a factual error in our 
pages, please let us know, so that we can 
set the record straight. Email information 
to countryjournal @turley.com, or call us at 
413-283-8393. 

Corrections will be printed in the same 
section where the error originally occurred. 
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Be thankful for the work of town clerks 


By Natalie Blais 


n Election Day, I traveled to each 
(): the 19 communities of the First 

Franklin District not only to ask for 
your votes, but to deliver thank you notes to 
each of our town clerks. In an election year, 
it is easy to focus your attention on those 
whose names appear on the ballot, but it 
is our town clerks, wardens, poll workers, 
and postal workers who deserve our atten- 
tion. These public servants work tirelessly 
to ensure our voices are heard and our votes 
counted. Their attention to detail during this 
election season has ensured the safety of all 
voters and enhanced voter accessibility in the 
face of a global pandemic. Their efforts have 
been nothing short of extraordinary. 

In July, the Massachusetts legislature 
passed legislation to implement an early 
vote-by-mail system, expand early voting 
periods and make in-person voting safer and 
more efficient. This work was necessary and 
driven by a commitment to fair and free elec- 
tions during the COVID-19 pandemic. Our 
town clerks have dedicated countless hours 
to ensure the Commonwealth did not falter 
in this commitment to its residents. In the 
weeks leading up to Election Day, they facil- 
itated mail in and early voting in a way that 
made the democratic process more acces- 
sible to voters. In the days after the polls 
closed, they worked to ensure that every bal- 


lot was handled with care and counted. 

While situations are ever-changing, our 
clerks have continued to innovate to ensure 
our elections are safe and accessible for 
everyone in our communities. Additionally, 
they have provided feedback to legislators 
to improve systems and make government 
work better for the citizens we serve. The 
town clerks throughout the Commonwealth 
have shown up for our communities in ways 
we never could have imagined. They have 
gone above and beyond, and I want to extend 
my sincere thanks to each and every one of 
them. 

For many of us, Thanksgiving will look 
very different this year, but we can still take 
the time to give thanks to the public servants 
who are working overtime in service to our 
communities during these difficult times. 
During this election year, thanking our town 
clerks is a great place to start. I am hopeful 
you will consider calling, emailing, or writ- 
ing your local town clerk to thank them for 
all that they do for our communities every 
day. Not sure who they are? I’ve compiled a 
list here: repblais.org/townclerks. But don’t 
stop there — join me in an effort to celebrate 
and thank public servants across the First 
Franklin District during this time of thanks- 
giving. 


Natalie Blais is the state representative 
for the Ist Franklin District. 


Great history book picks for children 


By John Grimaldi 


t precisely high noon, on Nov. 18, 
Ans the railroad system intro- 

duced America to its four new 
zones: Eastern, Central, Mountain, 
and Pacific; until then, villag- 
es, towns, and cities from coast 
to coast, counted on the sun to set 
their clocks, and based time on 
local estimates. People started their day 
at sunrise, assembled for meals, pushed 
through chores and retired at dusk. 

But the railroads required a reliable 
standard to maintain uniform timetables; 
prior to the decree, arrivals and departures 
confused travelers, and created chaos for 
commerce. 

The change was embraced enthusiasti- 
cally, but it wasn’t until 1918 that Congress 
passed the Standard Time Act, which 
transferred oversight of the time zone 
boundaries to the Interstate Commerce 
Commission. In 1966, the authori- 
ty was re-assigned to the Department of 
Transportation. 

For more information, the Grateful 
American Book Prize recommends “The 
Great Railroad Revolution: The History of 
Trains in America” by Christian Wolmar. 


On Sept. 3, 1783, the Treaty of Paris 
ended the Revolutionary War, but it took 
the British nearly three months to complete 
their retreat. The last of the troops departed 
New York on Nov. 25, which coinciden- 


HISTORY 
MATTERS 


tally, was Thanksgiving, giving the former 
colonists-turned-Americans, another reason 
to gloat. 

American System Now, a history web- 
site, published an article that included an 
excerpt from “a woman who had 
witnessed” the celebrations that 
day as a girl. She wrote: “We had 
been accustomed for a long time 
to military display in all the finish 
and finery of garrison life; the troops just 
leaving us were as if equipped for show, 
and with their scarlet uniforms and bur- 
nished arms, made a brilliant display; the 
troops that marched in, on the contrary, 
were ill-clad and weather beaten, and made 
a forlorn appearance; but then they were 
our troops, and as I looked at them and 
thought upon all they had done and suf- 
fered for us, my heart and my eyes were 
full, and I admired and gloried in them the 
more, because they were weather beaten 
and forlorn.” 

The Grateful American Book Prize 
recommends “My Brother Sam Is Dead” 
by James Lincoln Collier and Christopher 
Collier. 


President Lyndon Johnson renamed 
Cape Canaveral in honor of the late John 
F. Kennedy on Nov. 28, 1963, five days 
after his assassination. Two years earlier, 
President Kennedy had dared America’s 
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By Deborah Daniels 


ho was at the first Thanksgiving 
table? True the Pilgrims cel- 
ebrated a harvest meal in 


October of 1621, that we know today as 
Thanksgiving. It was a meal to appreciate 
a successful harvest with crops and fish 
enough to store for winter. 

The Pilgrims had suffered a 66-day 
journey across the Atlantic Ocean almost 
one year earlier, where half the passen- 
gers on the Mayflower ship had perished. 
These were the 53 survivors who had 
managed to build seven crude houses and 
four common buildings into Plymouth 
Plantation. The Nauset Indians had 
chased them off Provincetown, where 
they had first landed, with warning 
arrows. This was after they observed the 
Pilgrims plundering the cache of corn 
and preserved seed they had stored there. 
The Pilgrims had also disturbed Indian 
graves in their search for food. 

The Pilgrims wisely sailed down to 
Plymouth Harbor and settled there. So, 
they were jubilant to harvest the squash 
and pumpkins they had successfully 
grown and to gather the walnuts, chest- 
nuts and cranberries which grew locally 
for a feast. They caught cod, lobster and 
clams and shot wild turkeys for this com- 
munal dinner. After they shot off a mus- 
ket blast salute to start their festivities, 
90 uninvited, fully armed Indians arrived. 
William Bradford and Myles Standish 
among others recognized the odds were 
not in their favor. So, they cordially invit- 
ed the Patuxet Wampanoag Indians to 
the feast! The Indians, expecting trouble 
because of the gunfire, were pleased to 
be invited to the celebration. They went 
and killed five deer for the celebration. 
They enjoyed three days of feasting and 
game playing. Neither group spoke the 
other’s language. Bon appetit is a univer- 
sal understanding. 

How about some more histori- 
cal background? There was an uneasy 
alliance between the colonists and the 
Indians leading up to Thanksgiving. 
Both parties had suffered great losses 
of men. The Indians had survived the 
Great Dying, an epidemic from 1616- 
1619 (thought now to be due to lepto- 
spirosis, a disease transmitted by rats) 
that wiped out the Indian tribes from 
Cape Cod to Maine. The Pilgrims were 
down to 22 men, 4 married women, 14 
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rocket scientists to put a man on the 
moon within a decade—and it was 
accomplished, triumphantly--on July 20, 
1969, when Astronaut Neil Armstrong 
landed--and walked--on the moon. 

The Cape’s role in America’s 
efforts to conquer space--or what Star 
Trek fans call “The Last Frontier,’ was 
begun in 1947, when it became a mis- 
sile-testing range. The plan was to put a 
satellite in orbit to sync with the 1957- 
1958 International Geophysical Year 
celebrations. But according to Space. 
com, “the Army ended up sending the 
first U.S. satellite, Explorer 1, into 
space on Jan. 31, 1958, on a modified 
Jupiter-C rocket called Juno 1”’. 

Meanwhile, in 1971, Cape Kennedy 
reverted to its original name, Cape 
Canaveral, but the main attraction 
remained the “Kennedy Space Center.’ 

For more information, the Grateful 
American Book Prize recommends 
“Moonport: A History of Apollo Launch 
Facilities and Operations” by Charles D. 
Benson and William Faherty. 

History Matters is a column written 
by the Grateful American Book Prize, 
and is designed to show American chil- 
dren their past is prelude to their future. 
For more information go to http://gratef- 
ulamericanbookprize.com/. 


HILLTOWN HISTORY 
A banquet table for 140, please 


teenagers and 13 children. They had no 
army to muster for a fight. The Pilgrims 
were focused on adequate food and 
shelter. The Indians had been helpful, 
sharing their knowledge of crop grow- 
ing. Massasoit, the chief or sachem of 
the Patuxet Wampanoag Indians also 
recognized that his tribe was vulner- 
able to attack or domination by other 
Indian tribes. The Pilgrims had guns, 
knives, and tools the Indians had never 
seen before. He knew they were wor- 
thy of study. Peaceful diplomacy served 
both parties well. Certainly, the military 
strength was on the side of the Indians, 
who could have wiped out the Pilgrims 
had they wanted to, they didn’t, and 
for that we are thankful! You say the 
Pilgrims came in peace? Think again, 
for many of the passengers on the 
Mayflower were mercenaries. Wealthy 
investors in England had underwritten 
the Mayflower voyage to transport trap- 
pers to the Hudson River in New York 
to get a piece of the lucrative fur trade. 
Beaver pelts! The original destination 
of the Mayflower was to New York, but 
it was blown off course by winter gales, 
finally landing in Provincetown on Nov. 
9, 1620. True enough the Puritans were 
separatists from the Church of England 
who settled in Leiden, Holland to enjoy 
religious freedom. Many wanted to leave 
again for the freedom of a new start in 
the colonies, but not enough to fill the 
passenger list of the Mayflower. So, there 
were saints and strangers on the ship, in 
the words of the Puritans. 

It was Squanto, an Indian who 
spoke English, who helped bridge the 
gap between the colonists and Indians. 
Squanto had been kidnapped with 
20 other Indians in 1614, transported 
across the ocean and sold into slavery in 
England. He worked in London for five 
years as a ship builder. He was able to 
make his way back to New England via 
the Canadian fur trade business. Only 
when he got to Plymouth, he discovered 
his family and tribe were gone. Squanto 
became the interpreter, guide and teacher 
to the Pilgrims. He taught them how to 
plant herring in the soil and place the 
squash and beans in a mound around 
the corn seed. He was essential as a 
translator. He helped secure the Indians 
signature on a treaty with the colonists, 
to live in peace. This treaty proved to 
be unfavorable to the Indians later. Not 
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In 1883 the railroad system introduced America to four new time zones. 





The Mayflower on her Arrival in Plymouth 
Harbor by William Formby Halsall (1882). 


Courtesy photo from the Pilgrim Hall Museum 





A wooden likeness of Squanto, who helped 
bridge the gap between the Pilgrims and 
Native Americans, at the Pilgrim Hall 
Museum in Plymouth. 


much is recorded about his personal life. 
Ultimately, he was looked upon with 
suspicion by the Indians and distrusted 
by the colonists as relations deteriorat- 
ed. Unfortunately, the future held greed 
and bloodshed between the colonists and 
Indians. Not the history you learned in 
school? 

History is told by the victors it 1s 
said, only now we are dissecting his- 
tory with all the participants at the 
table. On this 400th anniversary of the 
Mayflower’s landing, let’s try and get 
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It took the British soldiers almost three months to complete their retreat back to England 


in 1783. 
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A turkey feather and pumpkin, common 
symbols for Thanksgiving. 
Submitted photos by Deborah Daniels 





A beaver pelt stretched in a frame at the 
Memorial Hall Museum in Deerfield, MA. 


the story right. We cannot alter history, 
but we can avoid making mistakes again. 
We owe respect to the 5,000 Wampanoag 
citizens that live in Massachusetts today. 
Raise a glass to truth telling, and enjoy a 
slice of turkey in honor of both Pilgrims 
and Indians. 


Do you have a memory or historical 
curiosity from the Hilltowns that you’d 
like to share with your neighbors? Send 
your story and photos to countryjour- 
nal @turley.com. 
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Curbside luncheon reservations close Dec. 2 


GOSHEN — The Council Aging 
Board will host another Curbside 
Luncheon in December. People will be 
able to pick up either a stuffed chick- 
en breast dinner or a roast beef dinner 
at the town hall on Tuesday, Dec. 8 
between 11:30 a.m. and noon. 

No one will need to get out of 
their car, as dinner will be brought to 
the vehicle. The COA will be asking 
for a $5 donation per meal. The more 
donations, the more meals can be 
provided. Please call Evelyn at 413- 
268-3316 to make a reservation by 
Wednesday, Dec. 2. 

If someone is not able to come to 


the town hall and pick it up, there will 
have some drivers to do home deliveries 
around 12:30 p.m. There will not be any 
leftovers, so reservations are required. 
The meal will be cooked at the Spruce 
Corner Restaurant. 

The COA is considering a Craft 
Night on Zoom. Does not matter what 
craft, residents are encouraged to show 
off their interests are, what they’re 
doing, or what they’d like to ask about. 
Someone may have an answer. Those 
interested in participating should contact 
Pat Wheeler at wheeler0825 @hotmail. 
com. 

Henrietta will have masks avail- 


able if anyone is in need of a new one 
or just wants to have an extra one. 
Please contact her. She will be glad to 
drop one off. 

The COA will try and help anyone 
with outside issues if we can. If some- 
one needs sand, give Roger Culver a call 
at 413-268-3316. 

The COA has received additional 
book donations, so during the winter 
please contact Evelyn f looking for a 
new read. 

Do not forget muscle strengthen- 
ing classes with Joan every Wednesday 
morning at 10 a.m. The COA is looking 
into other programs that can be offered. 


SCHOOLS & YOUTH 





Grant application 
deadline extended 


GOSHEN — On Oct. 29, the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council 
announced that the deadline for grant 
applications would be extended from 
Nov. 16 to Dec. 14 due to the impact of 
the coronavirus pandemic on communi- 
ties in Massachusetts. 

Applications from organizations, 
schools, and individuals for grants that 
support arts, humanities, and science 
programs in the community, including 
exhibits, festivals, school field trips, per- 
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POLICY 


Committees. The policy change was rec- 
ommended due to the changes in statute 
and regulations. 

“While there was some discussion, 
at that time the students didn’t have any 
specifics to add so they must be given 
credit for following up on the issue 
and moving their thoughts forward,” 
Superintendent David Hopson said. “In 
my response to the students, I asked 
that they provide a recommended copy 
of the actual policy, so that the building 
administrators and legal counsel could 
review and offer suggestions before being 
brought forward for school committee 
consideration.” 

The Student Council asked for cer- 
tain language be included to the new 
harassment policy, for the description 


of harassment. The student group sent a 
description of harassment to Hopson and 
School Committee Chair Michele Crane. 

The students want the following 
description to be included in the polli- 
cy: “Harassment: unwelcome, intention- 
al, unprovoked discriminatory behavior 
motivated by the membership (real or 
perceived) in a protected category, or use 
of a slur or slurs in any non-educational 
context in relation to a protected catego- 
ry including: race, color, religion, eth- 
nicity/national origin, disability, mental/ 
emotional health status, gender, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, sexual activ- 
ity, and age, the response to which shall 
include the Response Procedures outlined 
in the bullying plan. Harassment includes 
cyber- harassment.” 


Acres of Beautiful Live Christmas Trees 


MOss HILL 
TREE FARM 


since 1956 
The Mason Family 


222 Upper Moss Hill Rd. 
Russell, MA 01071 
413-862-3815 


Find us on Facebook 
at Moss Hill Tree Farm 


Open Dawn fo Dark 
until Christmas 
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HOURS: | Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 


SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE 


During the meeting, the students 
specified that use of slurs be specified and 
prohibited, saying that it includes words 
that they don’t think students should be 
using. They also specified that there be a 
response when the harassment policy is 
broken and asked to include a response 
procedure and stay attentive to it. 

“The district has and will continue, 
to work on eliminating bias on many lev- 
els in the schools, in our curricula, and in 
our choices in textbooks. This is an ongo- 
ing process and involves much more than 
just issues around race,’ Hopson said. 

A few other public comments during 
the meeting included anti-racial training 
as there is training in elementary schools 
in the district, as well as a diversity 
school program were presenters can visit 
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and the school can share music, food, and 
an experience with students. 

Similar events and programs have 
been held at gateway before, and the 
school will continue to find ways to hold 
programs when it is safe and possible to 
do so. 

“Our student representative on the 
committee did speak to diversity pro- 
grams that have been done in the past, his 
most recent example was the multi-cul- 
tural dinner fundraiser hosted by the 
Model United Nations activity group,” 
Hopson said. 

The School Committee and Student 
Council will be working together to 
include the language the student council 
has presented, making for a more cohe- 
sive student body. 


NAUGHTY 


OR NICE 


These deals are the nice patt... 
The naughty part is up to you. 


10% OFF ANY 2 BOTTLES OF WINE OR 
20% OFF ANY CASE (12 bottles) mix and match. 
Gift sets and certificates available. 
Candles, jewelry and apparel too! 


Best Prices in Town e Best Selection « Honest Lottery 


al pal (cage), BB fel! fe] ¢ 


21 Russell Road, Huntington (413) 667-3201 





COOKED SHRIMP = 
26/30 COUNT soissox...> 


“Nappy UaalSgiiing! 


FCO (im elii(sq@) 90 Avocado St. 


Springfield 
413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 


November 27 - 29, Friday.- Sunday 


Scheduled Appointments Available 


RockhouseRidgeFarm@gmail.com 
facebook.com/RockhouseRidge 


Rockhouse 
Ridge Farm 


NEW CHRISTMAS TREE FARM 


Nostalgic,Views 
OPEN TO PUBLIC 


December Weekends: 
Saturday & Sunday 
10:00. a.m: - 4:00 p.m: 


RockhouseRidge.com 


413-667-0234 landline 
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Library open with 
limited occupancy 


WORTHINGTON The 
Worthington Library is opening its 
doors three days a week with safety pro- 
tocols for COVID-19 as of Nov. 10. 

Patrons will be able to visit from 3 
to 7 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
and noon to 3 p.m. on Saturdays. 

One adult is allowed in the building 
at a time. There will be a green light 
outside the library to signal when it’s 
safe to come in. Masks are required. 
Gloves and hand sanitizer are required 
for browsing and available at the library. 
The children’s room is temporarily 
adults only. 

Curbside service will continue as 
well. Contact the library at 413-238- 
5565 or theworthingtonlibrary @ gmail. 
com to place an order. 


NATURE 


ing them away to find a new home of 
their own. Scott watched and stud- 
ied the cranes with Lemrise. The two 
believe that there are now three or four 
pairs of Sandhill Cranes returning to 
Worthington now. 

The marshland the cranes visit is 
protected, and the species is a wild pro- 
tected species. It’s important for people 
to remember that the cranes are wild 
animals and if people encounter them, 
they should stay away, and observe the 
cranes from a safe distance. Though 
the cranes visited the pond behind 
Lemrise’s residence, she stayed away 
from them and watched them from her 
house, as did Scott. Scott observed the 
cranes for a few years before deciding 
to write a book on them. 

“T’ve learned a lot believe me, I’ve 
been watching them each year,” Scott 





Roundabout changes in the works 


By Peter Spotts 


WORTHINGTON — Highway 
Superintendent Cork Nugent has some 


concerns about the new roundabout 


installed in the center of town and is 
seeking to make some adjustments 
before plow season begins. 

The major concern involves the 
approach islands, which may cause 
issue for the plow trucks trying to 
clear the roads during a snowstorm. He 


brought his concerns to the Board of 


Selectmen. 
“Because the roundabout is so 


small, it’s very difficult for a plow truck 


or even a regular pickup truck to go 


back and go forward,” Administrative 


Assistant Peggy O’ Neal said. 


“He says he’s going to have a 


said. “They inspired me for my work. 
I always wanted to write a children’s 
book, but I never had a story.” 

Scott said it takes a while for a pair 
of cranes to become a breeding pair and 
have chicks; they have to be comfort- 
able in their surroundings. It was quite 
a sight to see the pair have chicks and 
keep bringing them around. She was 
working on the book before the pan- 
demic hit, as she needed to do a lot of 
research and observation. 

“Covid gave me plenty of time to 
work on it,” Scott said. “It’s a good 
chance to make something positive out 
of a negative situation.” 

The book will be available this 
month, as the two are self-publish- 
ing and printing the books. The books 
include a lot of illustrations that were 
hand painted by Lemrise, including the 


Joy Salvini 


Broker Associate 


RE/MAX 


COMPASS 


Bmas) 
Chester Office: 585 Rt. 20 
(413) 351-5277 


email: Joy.Salvini@comcast.net 


Experience 


the JOY 
of Buying or 


Each office independently owned and operated Selling a Home 


INSURANCE 


Protecting you is our only business. 


Auto 
Home 
Business 


71 King Street 
Northampton, MA 01060 
413-586-1000 * Fax: 413-585-0401 
www.whaleninsurance.com 


Job Posting — Administrative Assistant 


The Town of Chester is seeking an Administrative 
Assistant, reporting to the Town Administrator and 


serving the Selectmen’s office. 


The position will be up to 19 hours per week. 
successful candidate will have good written and 
verbal skills to effectively communicate with other 
municipal employees and the general public, and 
demonstrated clerical skills including familiarity with 
computers and Office programs. Successful applicant 
will be able to take meeting minutes, assist with 
projects, and general office duties. Compensation will 


be $16/hr. CORI check is required. 


Candidates should submit a letter of interest and 
resume to Katherine Warden Town Administrator, 
Chester Town Hall, 15 Middlefield Rd Chester, MA 
01011 Position will remain open until filled. Chester is 


an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 


real difficult time plowing with those 
there. The opening is too narrow, the 
road is too raised,’ added Selectboard 
Chairman Charley Rose. 

The proposed solution would be 
to remove the island and outline where 
it used to be with paint, so the visual 
reminder is still there, while the ground 
is now level for the trucks. 

“He wants to remove the islands 
and just either paint lines or just put a 
texture pattern like there is on the top 
of those islands now, but at the same 
level as the pavement,” Rose said. 

The main holdup on getting the 
project done before winter hits fully 
is the process with the Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation for 
changing the road and who is respon- 
sible for paying for it. The town sent a 


cover and full-page illustrations inside. 
The cover includes a picture of just the 
heads and eyes of the cranes, with the 
rest of the body cut off, they did this on 
purpose, so the readers aren’t exactly 
sure what’s pictured. This gives readers 
a reason to turn the page and find out 
more. Content is appropriate for kids 
from kindergarten through fourth grade. 

Scott is hoping to get the books 
to schools, churches, and libraries. 
COVID-19 has changed a few things, 
so she’s hoping to possibly do read- 
ings next year. Scott has contacted 21 
libraries in an attempt to get “Worth 
the Wait” on their shelves. She under- 
stands that libraries have to go through 
their Board of Director’s and getting the 
book in libraries may take a while. The 
book is about 20 pages long, includ- 
ing a dedication to Scott’s father, fac- 


pshire 
Hearing & sritti 


GET IN ON THE CONVERSATION 


letter to DOT last week and is waiting 
for a response. 

“It looks like it about $30,000 to 
remove them, and then another $5,000 
to $10,000 or a little more to repave 
or put in new stamped concrete,” Rose 
said. “There’s a contingency fund that’s 
built into the whole project; DOT actu- 
ally manages the project; they have 
somebody here on site... They’re the 
ones that are actually directing the con- 
struction company. We pay for the engi- 
neering.” 

If DOT won’t cover the costs of 
the project, the town would have to 
find another way to fund the project. 
Chapter 9 funds are a possibility, but 
Rose said the process for using those 


CHANGES, page 9 


from page I 


tual pages, and a picture of Scott and 
Lemrise. Currently, 15 copies have sold 
out of the initial run of 200 books. The 
books were easy for them to make and 
they are able to make more books if 
needed. 

“The book came out at a good time 
because of the holidays.” Scott said. 
“People don’t need to go out to a store 
to get this.” 

The books are being sold for $20, 
and all the proceeds for each sale will 
go to the Children’s Advocacy Center in 
Northampton. Scott said her father was 
a pediatric doctor and was her motiva- 
tion for deciding to donate to the advo- 
cacy center. If there are additional runs 
of the book, there will be portions given 
to the Advocacy Center as well. 

To purchase a copy of “Worth the 
Wait,’ contact Scott at 413-238-4264. 


This Holiday 
Season... 


‘Cilmi lamelamaal= 
Conversation! 


HampHearing.com 
243 King Street, Suite 105 
Northampton, MA 
413-586-9572 
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LET THE BOOK TALK 
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December is graphic novel month at the Russell Public Library. The graphic library is 
set up for patrons. Come take an artist grab-and-go bag during a visit and enjoy! 
Submitted photo 
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Tax bills due next month 


RUSSELL — 2021 Real Estate 
Tax bills have been issued. The first 
half is due to the Town Collector on or 
by Dec. 15. If someone did not receive 
a bill, please contact Wendy Brunet at 
413-862-6201. 

The collector would like to remind 
residents that 2021 Russell Transfer 


“Hang Tags” 
2021. 

The cost is $50. If “Hang Tags” are 
purchased after Jan. 1, a late fee of an 
additional $20 will be charged. 

Applications have been included in 
all real estate tax bills, and are available 
at Town Hall by the lock box. 


are needed by Jan. 1, 


Grant applications due Dec. 14 


RUSSELL — The Russell Cultural 
Council is now accepting funding 
requests from organizations, schools 
and individuals for grants supporting 
cultural activities in the community. 
The deadline to apply for fiscal 2021 
funding is Dec. 14. 

Public funding for the arts, human- 
ities and sciences supported by the 
Russell Cultural Council is provided 
through the Mass Cultural Council’s 
Local Cultural Council Program. The 
Russell Cultural Council is part of a 
network of 329 Local Cultural Councils 
serving all 351 cities and towns in the 
Commonwealth. The program is the 
largest grassroots cultural funding net- 
work in the nation supporting thou- 
sands of community-based projects 
throughout the Commonwealth. Each 
year, LCCs award more than $3 million 
in grants to more than 6,000 cultural 
programs statewide. Thanks to fund- 
ing provided through the program, the 
Russell Cultural Council has been able 
to bring rich cultural experiences to the 
residents of Russell. 

According to Chairperson Dale 
Oleksak, last year the Russell Cultural 
Council awarded more than $6,600 in 


grants to more than a dozen applicants. 
These applicants included individ- 
uals, schools and organizations from 
throughout the Commonwealth seek- 
ing to provide public benefit through a 
variety of artistic projects and activities 
including exhibits, festivals, field trips 
or performances in schools, workshops, 
and lectures. 

Unfortunately, the world-wide pan- 
demic brought many of those plans to a 
screeching halt with a vast majority of 
the programs approved for funding in 
fiscal 2020 cancelled. Some needed to 
be delayed or rescheduled; still others 
had to undergo major modifications or 
restructuring. 

To apply online or for more infor- 
mation regarding eligibility and the 
types of programs which may quali- 
fy for funding visit the Mass Cultural 
Council website www.mass-culture.org. 
All applications for fiscal 2021 funding 
must be received by Dec. 14. 

The Russell Cultural Council will 
continue to hold all meetings online 
until Town buildings reopen. For infor- 
mation about the Russell Cultural 
Council send an email to culturalcoun- 
cil @russellma.net. 


GOSHEN 





GRANT 


formances, workshops, concerts, and 
lectures can be submitted to the Goshen 
Cultural Council using the online appli- 
cation at www.mass-culture.org. 

The council invites local artists 
and presenters to consider applying for 
grants. Please contact Nancy Wood at 
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413-268-7973 with any questions about 
the online application process. The 
Goshen Council is ready to assist appli- 
cants particularly those applying for the 
first time. More information about the 
Local Cultural Council Program is avail- 
able online at www.mass-culture.org. 
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Book group returns next week 


WESTHAMPTON — Book group 
returns the first week of December fol- 
lowing the Thanksgiving holiday. It 
will meet on Thursday, Dec. 3, at 7 
p.m. 

The group is reading “With the 
Fire on High” by Elizabeth Acevedo. 
The plot is “Ever since she got preg- 
nant freshman year, Emoni Santiago 
has been doing what has to be done 
for her daughter and her abuela. The 
one place she can let all that go is in 
the kitchen, where she adds a little 
something magical to everything she 
cooks, turning her food into straight-up 
goodness. She dreams of working as 
a chef after she graduates, but knows 
that is impossible. But once Emoni 
starts cooking, her only choice is to let 
her talent break free.” Contact Youth 
Services Librarian Emily Wayne at 
ewayne @cwmars.org to request a book 
and for Zoom login. Feel free to bring 
a favorite food or snack to the meeting 
as a tie-in to this title’s cooking theme. 

Virtual book group will meet right 
before Christmas at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Dec. 22. This month, they’re reading 
a fun title recommended by one of 
the regular participants called “No! 
I Don’t Want to Join a Book Group: 
Diary of a Sixtieth Year” by Virginia 
Ironside. It’s described as “A scream- 
ingly funny and poignant story about 
embracing life beyond middle age.” 
Please contact westhampton@cwmars. 
org for Zoom login. Book Group meets 
once a month and is open to new mem- 
bers. 

Wayne hosts storytime on 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. Join her for 
a Zoom group and enjoy new books 
and fun each week. This is a great way 
to connect with other families during 
this socially isolated time. Children are 
welcome to bring something they love 
to share at show-and-tell at the close 
of each storytime. Storytime is recom- 
mended for preschool-aged children 


and their caregivers. Older siblings 
are also welcome. Contact Emily at 
ewayne @cwmars.org to join in the fun. 

The library is offering a 
do-it-yourself wooden round orna- 
ment with a snowflake stencil for 
December’s Adult Craft Kit. The only 
materials needed to complete this craft 
is acrylic or craft paint. To request 
a kit, contact Meaghan Schwelm at 
mschwelm@cwmars.org. Please note 
supplies are limited. 

Moving into the holiday season, 
the Westhampton Public Library will 
be closed on closed Thursday, Dec. 24 
and Friday, Dec. 25; Thursday, Dec. 31 
and Friday, Jan. 1. Library staff wishes 
everyone a Safe and happy holiday. 

For the most up-to-date sched- 
ule of library services please visit our 
website at www. westhampton-ma.com/ 
westhampton-public-library. 


Quilt Raffle 

The lovely queen-sized quilt was 
created and donated anonymously by 
a Westhampton resident to benefit the 
Friends of the Westhampton Library. 
It is 89.75-inch x 86.75-inch quilt in 
blue, purple, green and pink batiks 
with a navy rose border and back- 
ing, quilted using a double rose pat- 
tern. The quilt is on display inside the 
library and can be seen during inside 
“browsing” time, by appointment 
only. Tickets are $2.50 each or 5 tick- 
ets for $10. Send payment, the num- 
ber of tickets desired, and the name 
of the ticket buyer and phone number 
to Friends of the Library, | North Rd., 
Westhampton, MA 01027. One half 
of a ticket will be filled out with the 
individual’s name and phone number 
and deposited into a large jar. The cor- 
responding stub will be either mailed 
or delivered to the individual. There 
is no limit to the number of tickets per 
individual. The drawing will be held at 
the library on March 1, 2021. 


WILLIAMSBURG 





FUND 


up the children’s fund again and if you 
have funds you want to contribute direct 
it to the Fire Department Auxiliary.” 

In a typical year, the Williamsburg 
contingent would host a wrapping event 
at the Anne T. Dunphy School along 
with its sister program in Chesterfield 
and Goshen. Volunteers from both 
groups would gather for a fun day of 
wrapping and packaging. Unfortunately, 
COVID-19 has changed those plans for 
2020. McGill will prep kits so people 
can pick them up in early December, 
wrap at home, and return the packages 
to McGill. 

“It’s been a big social event the last 
couple years. The Chesterfield-Goshen 
Children’s Fund join us. We have the 
cafeteria and art room filled with gifts 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


from page I 


to wrap,’ McGill said. “This year due to 
covid, I think we’ll be doing a wrapping 
kit.” 

McGill and her husband, Cory, are 
staple town business owners at Done 
Right Chimney located at 45 Main St. 
Anyone interested in donating or help- 
ing can call the shop Monday through 
Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., or a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Saturday, at 413-340-1399. 

“It’s really a community wide 
effort,’ McGill said. “Just knowing that 
kids are being taken care of, that’s my 
biggest goal. This may be the one time 
of year they get showered in gifts or get 
new items versus hand me downs; that 
keeps me going, knowing that they’ll be 
able to get those items and it may be the 
one time a year they get gifts.” 





NOTICE OF ACTIVITY AND 
USE LIMITATION 
MASSACUSETTS 

TURNPIKE BLANDFORD 
MAINTENANCE FACILITY 
BLANDFORD, 
MASSACHUSETTS 
RTN 1-0877 

A release of oil and/or haz- 
ardous materials has occurred 
at this location, which includes 
a disposal site as defined by 
M.G.L. c. 21E, § 2 and the 
Massachusetts Contingency 
Plan, 310 CMR 40.0000 
(MCP). On November 3, 
2020, the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, Department of 
Transportation, recorded with 
the Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds a Notice of Activity 


and Use Limitation on a por- 
tion of the disposal site, pur- 
suant to 310 CMR 40.1070 
through 40.1080. 

The portion of the Property 
subject to the Notice of Activity 
and Use Limitation includes 
the central portion of the 
Property beneath the north- 
east corner of the Storage 
Garage building and the adja- 
cent area between the Storage 
Garage and underground 
storage tanks. The Notice of 
Activity and Use Limitation will 
limit the following site activi- 
ties and uses on a portion the 
above property: 

¢ Limiting contact with soils 
five (5) feet below grade and 
establishing procedures for the 


management of soil, ground- 
water and/or light non-aque- 
ous phase liquid (LNAPL) 
(petroleum); 

¢ Requiring that a Licensed 
Site Professional prepare a 
Soil Management Plan and 
LNAPL Management Plan and 
that a site-specific Health and 
Safety Plan be prepared prior 
to excavation work that will 
extend more than five (5) feet 
below grade to ensure that 
a condition of No Significant 
Risk is maintained and that 
LNAPL, soil and/or ground- 
water are managed in accor- 
dance with the MCP. 

Any person interested in 
obtaining additional informa- 
tion about the Notice of Activity 


and Use Limitation may 
contact Michael Gitten, ATC 
Group Services LLC, 10 State 
Street, Suite 100, Woburn, MA 
01801, 781-404-1439. 

The Notice of Activity and 
Use Limitation and the dis- 
posal site file can be can be 
viewed at MassDEP web- 
site using Release Tracking 
Number (RIN) 1-0877 at 
https ://eeaonline.eea.state. 
ma.us/portal#!/search/waste- 
site or at MassDEP Western 
Region, 436 Dwight Street, 
Springfield, MA 01103; 413- 
784-1100. 

11/26/2020 


Town of Otis 
Public Pole Hearing 


December 8, 2020 

In accordance with 
the provisions of Section 
22, Chapter 166, of the 
Massachusetts General Laws, 
you are hereby notified that 
a public hearing will be held 
remotely through Zoom. You 
must check the Town of Otis 
website at townofotisma. 
com within 24 hours of the 
start time for a link to join. 
December 8, 2020 7:00pm 

Pursuant to the Governor’s 
March 12, 2020 order sus- 
pending certain provisions of 
the Open Meeting Law, G.L. 
c. 30A, Sec 18, this meet- 
ing is being held via remote 
participation to the greatest 
extent possible. Every effort 


is being made to ensure that 
any member of the public may 
access the meeting in real 
time, via technological means. 
Agendas will be amended to 
show the link and participation 
code to access the meeting no 
sooner than 48 hours before. 
Recordings and/or draft pro- 
ceedings of the meeting will 
be available on our website as 
soon as possible. 

This will be regard- 
ing petition #6B9031015 of 
Eversource to erect one line 
of poles with cables, wires and 
fixtures including necessary 
anchors, guys, and other sus- 
taining and protecting fixtures 
on Lincoln Road. 

11/19, 11/26/2020 
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Local Designer earns national award for iconic illustration 


BLANDFORD - Wendy K.S. 
Berman of iron blender studios, a design 
and marketing studio in Blandford, was 
recently awarded an American Graphic 
Design Award from Graphic Design 
USA in New York City. Graphic Design 
USA is a professional organization for 
graphic design professionals. 

Berman’s poster design, “United 
Faces of America’, is an illustration 
she developed following the instability 
witnessed in late May across the coun- 
try. The design was also partly inspired 
by Crayola’s new World of Skin Tones 
Crayons. 

“I was trying to process everything 
that had transpired ... and also figure 
out what I could do as a creative to help 
initiate change in this country. I’m not 
a protesting type, but I certainly want 
to do my part in my own way,” said 
Berman. 

And designing and making things 
has always been a constant for Berman, 
so this was no different. After working 
on some sketches, she put the work aside 
for a day or two until she had an “a-ha” 
moment that resulted in the final design, 
which takes its cues from the format of 
the American flag. 

She then made the design avail- 
able on t-shirts, sweatshirts, household 
goods and accessories online where 


FIBER 


internet service and those who may not 
want service currently, but wish to make 
their home “‘internet ready.” 

“Now is the time to commit,” said 
Langmore. There is no charge 
to have the fiber line run to 
a home. So far, according to 
Langmore, there is a 55.7% 
commitment on the part of 
residents, “and our goal is 
100%.” 

There are five Fiber 
Service Areas. Area one is the 
southeastern most corner of 
the town abutting Russell and 
Granville and is scheduled to 
go live next Spring in 2021. 

Area two is a southern area of town 
that extends to Tolland and Granville, 
with the exception of Area five, and is 
scheduled to go live next summer. 





Peter Langmore 


DBAAT IY Io 
¥9VO@OQOOO 
) @@OOOOOO 
EK © OO O©OOC0COO 


> Z UNITED FACES OF AMERICA 





ms 


Wendy K.S. Berman stands with her award-winning design on display at the Biennial NEXT 








Show, which ran from Oct. 2 through Nov. 20 at the Lichtenstein Center for the Arts in 


Pittsfield. 


she donates 20% of profits to organiza- 
tions focused on fighting racial injus- 
tice. Friends and family responded very 
positively to the design and since it 


Area three runs from the northern 
side of the Mass Turnpike behind the 
Blandford Country Club and the Fair 
Grounds to the Russell and Huntington 
town lines. This area is sched- 
uled to go live next summer as 
well. 

Service area four is the 
northwestern part of town, 
extending from the center out 
to Chester Otis and Becket. 
The expected go live time for 
this area is next spring. 

Area five is the far south- 
western corner of Blandford, 
often referred to as Land’s 
End. It borders Tolland and 
Otis and is scheduled to go live in the fall 
of 2021. 

It is of the utmost importance to the 
town’s high-speed internet service that 


Submitted photo 


launched, the United Faces of America 
message has reached customers from 
all over New England to Florida, Iowa, 
Texas, and California. Visit the United 


everyone sign up to make their home 
“internet ready.” Not only will this benefit 
the town, but will certainly impact resi- 
dential sale price. 





Faces of America online store at theunit- 
edfaces.com for more information. 

A second award for Berman was 
the Berkshire Arts Association selecting 
the United Faces of America design in 
August, for its juried Biennial Show’ 
theme, NEXT, which ran from Oct. 2 
through Nov. 20 at the Lichtenstein 
Center for the Arts in Pittsfield. It also 
received one of three Juror Awards in the 
show, recognizing it as a judge’s favor- 
ite. Berman is the founder of iron blend- 
er studios, an award-winning design and 
marketing studio, in 2000. She has over 
20 years of experience in design and 
marketing for print and online media. 
She has received awards and recogni- 
tion for print and website work, and a 
project was also featured in “Innovative 
Promotions that Work” by Lisa Cyr. 

Berman, husband Jon and son 
Thatcher have lived in Blandford since 
2008. She volunteers with the Historical 
Society promoting The White Church 
of Blandford which is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
She provides advertising and marketing 
expertise for the annual fundraiser, the 
Bel Canto Opera Performance. She is 
also a past PTA President at Farmington 
River Elementary School in Otis, where 
she helped to increase annual fundrais- 
ing efforts by 15%. 
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For more information, visit the 
WhipCityfiber.com/Blandford. This site is 
also accessible through the town website, 
or contact Langmore at 413- 505-9086. 


WORTHINGTON 


CHANGES 


funds may take too long as paving 
season 1s coming to close. 

“There’s an approval process for 
that [Chapter 90],” he said. “They 
shut all the asphalt plants down pret- 
ty soon. When it gets too cold, you 
can’t get asphalt. Nobody paves in the 
winter.” 

Thee town also mentions an 
issue with a separate part of the proj- 
ect involving a guard rail blocking 
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access to a resident’s property for 
DOT’s consideration. The plan was 
changed to extend the guard rail 
across the existing opening as part of 
the Environmental permitting of the 
Notice of Intent for required compen- 
satory flood storage volume and gra- 
dation. The changes in grade resulted 
in the extension. However, the proper- 
ty owner is now denied easy access to 
their land by the rail. 


BUSINESS DIRECTORY 


George 


yw PROPANE Ic. 
PROPANE GAS 
PLUMBING e HEATING 
(413) 268-8360 
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053 


Family Owned & Operated 
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), RO. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032 
www.georgepropane.com 


Water 


Water Pumps * Sewer Pumps 
Water Conditioners 


MP4 
YSTEMS 


46 Pitcher Street 
Montgomery, MA 01085 


Donald Washburn 
862-3301 


FEED « PET SUPPLIES + CLOTHING » COAL 
WOOD PELLETS » WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED 

POOL SUPPLIES + MOTOR OILS + FENCING 

LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES *« FERTILIZER 


GATEWAY FARM & PET 


PoulinGrain®” ® 


59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050 
1-413-667-2279 Si. gamipn 


Sat. 8am-4pm 
TARA GRENIER e PAUL GRENIER 


WHITING 
' ENERGY FUELS 
¥Y Heating Oil & Diesel 
whitingenergy.com 


300A KING ST., NORTHAMPTON 
584-3500 


11 CLEVELAND RD., DALTON 
1-800-722-0014 


Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc. 


Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service 


Water 
Testing 


System 
Evaluations 


W: S Hydrof: 
ver Sistem AEN SHAW icrfccure 


800-232-4725 * Fax 413-296-4565 
Charles R. Henshaw 
130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA ¢ 413-296-4725 


Paul’s 
Plumbing & Heating 


238-0303 


PAUL GRAHAM 
Mass. License 23299 


Les 
ey = 


Established in 1982 © House Cleaning Plus 


P.O. Box 244 
Worthington, MA 01098 


DOWN To EARTH 
=> Ce W aT Corr 


Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work, 
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured. 


413+667+5269 


Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass. 


\ Carol Labonte 


Paul Labonte 


Time to 
e & CLEAN UP 
ee] 


ing Sewices 


Carpet & Upholstery Steam Cleaned 
Wood Floors, Waxed & Buffed 
No Wax Floors, Stripped & Refinished 
Hauling Trash © Appliance Removal ¢ Pressure Washing 
Gutters Cleaned Out ¢ Cleaning Out Cellars & Attics 
Phone: (413) 238-5966 
Fax: (413) 238-0459 





ARCHITECT 
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN 


77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050 
Tel. 413w-667-5230 
fax. 413-667-3082 
Email: jspsed @ verizon.net 


new construction, renovation, 
historic preservation 


4“. Dale’s Structural 
Val & Carpentry 
o>7—==T b> Home Improvement ¢ Additions « Restorations * Remodeling 


Ee ee ee eee 
Timber Frame Homes Kitchen & Baths 
Residential Drywall ¢ Paint ¢ Trim Work 
——————; Seasonal Homes &Camps Windows ¢ Doors 


Garage Repairs Decks & Stairs 
Carriage & Colonial Barns _ Interior & Exterior Finishes 


Structural Repairs - Wood - Masonry 
Sagging Floors * Beams ° Sill Timbers ¢ Columns ¢ Termite Damage 
Foundation Repairs ¢ Piers & Footings * Chimney Rebuilds 


413-667-3149 


e Tune Ups 
an 3 e Installations 
CAAGp b= ¢ Oil Tanks 


SSAC 
Huntington, Massachusetts 
Office 413.667.0245 
Cell 413.530.7037 


jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com 


Contact 
John Baskin 
to advertise at 


413-695-4901 
or email: 
jbaskin@turley.com 
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3 Al's Tire & Auto Repair 


When it comes to tires we do It all, 
from wheelbarrows to big rigs. 
MOST MAJOR TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE 


Brakes, Shocks, Struts, Front End Repairs & Alignments 
Air Conditioning Service 


918 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Mike Morin 562-3391 ~ 562-1 704 David Fasser 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Cold War player 

9. Flat-Dottomed sailboat 
10. Jamaican tangelo 

14, Debauched man 

15. Less covered 

16. Require to live 

17. Patrick and Aykroyd are 


19. Insurance claim expenses 
20. Tries to persuade 

22. Equal (prefix) 

23. Czech name for Prague 
24, London soccer team 
27. Greek letter 

30. Small Eurasian deer 
31. Swiss river 

32, Miller beer 

30. Less appealing 

37, 8th month (abbr. 

38. Alto, California city 
39, Grandmothers 

40, American time 


O1 & NO 
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ol oO 
oO N 


41, NW Chinese people 

42. “Westworld” actress 
Rachel Wood 

43, Northeastern US university 

44. Poplar trees (Spanish) 

45. Hip hop legend Kool 
Moe 

46, Not or 

47, Corpuscle count (abbr. 

48, Comedienne Gasteyer 

49. Fonts 

02. Female cattle mammary 
gland 

do. Down time 

56. spiritual leader 

60. Small brown and gray 
American rail 

61. Trimmed by cutting 

63. NY Giants owner 

64, Along narrative poem 

65. Old World lizard 

66. Product for sale 

67. Shut Your Pie Hole (abbr.) 

68. Pacific Island country 


| tT | 
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69, Whale ship captain 33, Subatomic particle 

34, Part of an organism 

36. 007's creator 

37. Burned material residue 

38, Brain layer: mater 

40. Unable to partake 

41, Lesion 

43, Historic railroad company 
(abbr.) 

44 Basics 

46. Scottish port 

47, Flower cluster 

49, Instruct 

90. Untamed 

91. Moth genus 

92. Utilizes 

93. FOOIIsh 

94, Fall in small drops 

9/.A place to get clean 

98. La__ Tar Pits 

99, Metrical foot 

61. Semiliquid food 

62. Small crow 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Language 

2. Fly high in the air 

3, Made musical sounds 
4. Organized again 

9, TV channel 

6. Unable to fly 

7, Get up 

6, Air traveler 

9 Married woman 

10. Take weapons from 
11. Sicilian city 

12. Actress Remini 

13. Thought 

21. Infections 

23. Golf score 

29. Hill or rocky peak 
26. Witch 

27. Adjusted 

28. Succulent plant 
29, Forearm bones 

32. Hot fluid in the earth's crust 
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e Locally Owned & Operated for 50 Years 
) © Oil Customers - 24 Hour Emergency 


service & Automatic Delivery Available 


e New System Installations - 


4 Mitsubishi Electric Diamond Dealer 
agSff1 J) Heating Oil Plus - Maximize Energy 
-< Dollars: Keep system running Clean 


79 Union St., Rear 2, Easthampton, MA 01027 


=ATING INC. 


Fueling pabdeertac Since 1966 


THIS WEEK'S HOROSCOPES 


ARIES 

Mar 21/Apr 20 

This week you will dis- 
play the utmost com- 
petence and mastery at 
work. This could provide 
an opportunity for su- 
pervisors to see what 
you are made of, Aries. 


TAURUS 

Apr 21/May 21 

The hard work you put 
into your education will 
pay dividends shortly, 
Taurus. You may find it 
will give you a leg up 
over others seeking to 
advance their careers. 


GEMINI 

May 22/Jun 21 

Gemini, it may be time 
to have a conversation 
with your family about 
resources or finances. 
The conversation may 
be tedious, but it is ab- 
solutely necessary. 


WLLL te Lt eb 


co} tay | Joint |= 
eels fel 
jot | fejet fol 


as 
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CANCER 

Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, it is alright if you 
feel weighed down by a 
heavy conversation with 
someone. Not every in- 
teraction can be light 
and airy. Distract your- 
self if you need a mood 
reboot. 


LEO 

Jul 23/Aug 23 

If you are in a relation- 
ship, it is possible that 
you will reach a particu- 
lar level of intimacy that 
many couples aspire to. 
You are definitely in an 
intuitive space. 


VIRGO 

Aug 24/Sept 22 

Family obligations leave 
you with little free time 
for rest and recreation 
for the next several 
days, Virgo. It can be 
sobering to give up the 
fun, but duty calls for a 
little while. 


Here’s How It Works: 
sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 


St fete} ft fet ft 


S 
K 
— 


413-527-0194 


Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 4:00 pm 





LIBRA 

Sept 23/0ct 23 

Let your imagination run 
a little wild and enjoy 
being spontaneous, Li- 
bra. You can use some 
time to fantasize about 
what the future holds. 


SCORPIO 

Oct 24/Nov 22 

Scorpio, you may seek 
out the advice of a role 
model who embodies a 
lifestyle that you admire. 
Don’t hesitate to put 
your own spin on things 
if you want to do so. 


SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21 

Your gift of gab could 
help you secure a raise 
or even a better job, 
Sagittarius. Demon- 
strate that you can fill 
the role well and not just 
talk your way through. 


of  jefep 
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CAPRICORN 
Dec 22/Jan 20 
Capricorn, you may 
find yourself opening 
up to new ideas or 
beliefs. Remember to 
take everything at face 
value until you have 
had ample time to do 
your research. 


AQUARIUS 

Jan 21/Feb 18 
Aquarius, like so many 
people you have been 
spending more time 
at home lately. You 
may get back into the 
groove of socializing 
and interacting with 
others soon enough. 


PISCES 

Feb 19/Mar 20 

Pisces, carve out some 
time to have an import- 
ant conversation with a 
loved one about future 
plans. It is time to take 
a few serious steps. 


Fun By The 
Numbers 


Like puzzles? 
Then you'll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 


s{zlo|zléje(yi3l 
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3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! 





Square off, So 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your Sudoku 
savvy to the test! 
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WESTFIELD NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS 


AUTO PARTS we 


Now stocking 
Car Quest 
Filters made 
by WIX, 


* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service »* Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds 
* Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses uD 
Call “DALE” 8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD sae 
Bailing Twine 


Dial 568-8944 o 568-1611 Fax # 568-1554 a Batis 


CARQUEST 
| 


AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


MAXIMUM’ EFFICIENCY. EX- 
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296- 
4320. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 
800-457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S 
PREMIER MOBILE MEDICAL 
ALERT SYSTEM. Whether you're 
Home or Away. For Safety and 
Peace of Mind. No Long Term Con- 
tracts! Free Brochure! Call Today! 
1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! FREE info kit: Call 
1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New En- 
gland. Reach 4 million potential 
readers quickly and inexpensively 
with great results. Use the Buy New 
England Classified Ad Network by 
calling (413)283-8393, classi- 
fieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads 
now!! Visit our website to see where 
your ads run communitypapersne. 
com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer 
with an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and installation! 
Call us at 1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase 
and FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844- 
325-8610 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


‘Gi 





A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 


Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 


DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, Sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAVING 


STANLEY AND SONS PAVING 
Third Generation of quality drive- 
ways, parking lots, roadways. Free 
Estimates. Loam Delivery Senior Dis- 
counts. Call anytime (413)267-1996, 
(413) 246-7999 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limita- 
tion, or discrimination because of 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such prefer- 
ence, limitation, or discrimination.” 
We will not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate which is in 
violation of the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. 


Buying? 

Selling? 

Our Classifieds 
Get Results! 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 






















FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, Call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call toll free: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


21 Base Price 
$10.00 


Base Price 
$12.00 


Base Price 
$14.00 


Base Price 
$16.00 


Base Price 
$18.00 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


_J Mast 


Amount of charge: 


Base Price 
$10.50 


Base Price 
$12.50 


Base Price 
$14.50 


Base Price 
$16.50 


Base Price 
$11.00 


Base Price 
$13.00 


Base Price 
$15.00 


Base Price 
$17.00 





DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


Base Price 
$9.50 
Base Price 
$11.50 
Base Price 
$13.50 


Base Price 
$15.50 


Base Price 
$17.50 


Hilltowns 


Circulation: 11,900 
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a 
Ky BLANDFORD 


Buy the Hilltowns ZONE for $9.50 for 20 words 
plus 50¢ for each additional word. 


$5.00 


BUCKLAND 







Includes 
additional words 


$10.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


ase Price Base Price Base Price : 
mns1830 — "°°! Add $10 for a second Zone or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
Phone: First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
State. Zip: Add a third ZONE 
X per week rate = $ Subtotal 
erCard LI VISA _1 Discover _1 Cash _1 Check# x Number of Weeks 
Exp. Date CVV TOTAL Enclosed 
Date: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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HOLYOKE, MA | (413) 650-2500 
380 DWIGHT ST. | @CANNAPROVISIONSHOLYOKE 
OANA ered oa A VCO] NEY AWENCs*aneyAVAV/ Exo) oa AV/ nsd ON 


LEE,MA | (413) 394-5055 
PPX OM w LOL URSYN KO) | | Gaesy Pant @l GYAN NVAV ed KOA bS1L@) \ S11 3( O10) o 
SAM-8PM SUN-WED & 8AM-9PM THU-SAT 
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Please Consume Responsibly, This product may cause impairment and may be habit forming. For use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of the reach of children. 
This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be 
associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feedingmay pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence 
of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, 
coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of edible marijuana may be delayed by two hours or more. 

In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 
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